
~ongress of tbe mtntteb ~tates 

President Donald J. Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

mla~bington, iD<tC 20510 

September 18, 2018 

We write to denounce your recent statements about the fatalities in Puerto Rico from Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria and their aftermath. These comments were grossly inaccurate, callous, 
embarrassing and beneath the dignity of the Office of the President of the United States. We call 
on you to immediately apologize and set the record straight by publicly acknowledging the 
official death toll. 

As you are well aware, Puerto Rico's official death toll currently stands at 2,975 and was based 
on a months-long study by researchers at George Washington University's Milken Institute 
School of Public Health. 1 This figure is consistent with other credible estimates, including a 
study by researchers from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, Carlos Albizu 
University in Puerto Rico, and the University of Colorado School ofMedicine.2 Furthermore, 
the Puerto Rico government's own official mortality data showed that "there were at least 1,400 
additional deaths on the island in the months after Hurricane Maria as compared with the same 
time the previous year."3 When you wrote on Twitter, "3000 people did not die in the two 
hurricanes that hit Puerto Rico," you sought to distort the truth and, in doing so, gravely insulted 
the mourning families of the thousands of American citizens who died from Maria and the 
storm's aftermath. 

Your claim that the increased death toll "was done by the Democrats in order to make me look as 
bad as possible" is highly offensive-not just to your fellow public servants who happen not to 
share your party affiliation, but also to the people of Puerto Rico who lost friends and family in 
the hurricanes and their aftermath. The lost lives of U.S. citizens are no political stunt, and this 
is not a partisan matter. In fact, one could easily surmise that your comment is a blatant effort to 
politicize this national tragedy to distract, divide and deflect blame from how the federal 
government responded to the hurricane. 

1 George Washington University Milken Institute School of Public Health, "Milken Institute SPH Project Will 
Estimate the Excess Mortality in Puerto Rico Tied to Hurricane Maria," February 22, 2018, 
h1P~LJJLI b I if_hcalth_,g~_y_\L~@ftontcnt/m i I kc11-insti1ute-sp 11:12[.Qj~_<;!:.~il 1-esti mate-exccss-morta I i1Y:J2ucrLQ.:Iico-ticd­
h urri ca ne-rnaria. 
2 New Englan-dJournal of Medicine, "Mortality in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria," Nishant Koshore et al., July 
12, 2018, htt~-;; : //}:YW~_,.JJ.tlm.org/cloi/ful 1110. I 056/N EJ Ms<!1Ji~)397~. 
3 Washington Post, "New Puerto Rico data shows deaths increased by 1,400 after Hurricane Maria," Arelis R. 
Hernandez, June 1, 2018, btt s : //www,washin2.tonpost.com/national/new-puerto-rico-data-shows-deaths..:ln~reased­
bv- I 400 aftc r-h urricane-rnaria/20 18/06/0J.L43bb4278-65e2-11 e8-99d2-0d678ec08c2.fstorv .html. 
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Finally, your comment "If a person died for any reason, like old age, just add them onto the list" 
betrayed a profound misinterpretation of hurricanes' impact on mortality. Many lives lost in the 
weeks following the hurricane could have been prevented by an effective response-but they 
were not. You then doubled down on this comment in multiple tweets the next day. It is unclear 
whether your commentary on this topic stems from ignorance of the post-storm reality in Puerto 
Rico or a willful effort to mislead and manipulate the American people about the humanitarian 
crisis that befell their fellow citizens. Regardless of your motivation, this false statement is 
unacceptable and must be retracted. 

After a disaster, the President needs to lead the country in the recovery effort, not attempt to shift 
blame or openly question the tragic loss of life. As President of the United States, you have a 
solemn obligation to lead and serve all American citizens, regardless of their political party or 
whether they reside in the mainland United States or in the territories. In impugning the Island's 
suffering after Maria, you have abdicated that responsibility. 

Puerto Ricans are American citizens who have served and shed blood in our wars, giving their 
lives to defend our nation's freedoms. They deserve to be treated with the same dignity and 
respect we would afford any American citizens following a catastrophic storm. 

To that end, we call on you to apologize for your unconscionable and unfounded claims, which 
belittle the scale of the tragedy suffered by the people of Puerto Rico and dishonestly cast 
partisan blame for their deaths. We also ask that you improve your efforts to aid Puerto Rico in 
its recovery and to ensure your Administration provides an effective, efficient and compassionate 
response to Hurricane Florence. You owe this to the U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico and across the 
United States of America. 

Sincerely, 

¥~ ) 
Nydia M. Velazquez ~ 

States Senator Member of Congress 

a 
Member of Congress 

United States Senator 
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~~,. .lLb. 
Debbie Wasserman Sch~_. -
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

f~e1L.C¥ 
Member of Congress 

~.!~att 
Member of Congress 

Brian Higgins 
Member of Congress 

7f~~ 
Member of Congress 
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ennie Thompson 
Member of Congress 

Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Member of Congress 

Ted Deutch 
Member of Congress 

~µA 
Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Member of Congress 

-i~· Ww-M~4'. 
Bonnie Watson Coleman 
Member of Congress 

B. Maloney 
Member of Congress 

Mike Quigley 
Member of Congres 



Donald S. Beyer Jr. 
Member of Congress 

Adriano Espaillat 
Member of Congress 

~j)·~ -
Nanette Diaz B~gan ~ 
Member of Congress 

4 

~a!;'Jrafhv--
Member of Congress 

c~ s~~d\X)J\-
Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 

Jol~uili ~ 
Member of Congress 

Ruben Gallego 
Member of Congress 

Jamie Raskin 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 

A. Donald McEachin 
Member of Congress 

~l~cfv 
Member of Congress 

LU24 
Diana DeGette 
Member of Congress 

~ ~ 
Judy Chu 
Member of Congress 
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Anthony Brown 
Member of Congress 

r 

UJJ1(. 
David N. Cicilline 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

fl~t1/tJ~ 
Norma J. Titis 
Member of-ongress 

}.1oLM-~ 
Hakeem Jeffries 

Me bero{JCJJ 
• • 

Salud 0. Carbajal 
Member of Congress 



C::f:!&!l!ltikf(JJU 
Member of Congress 

~£~ 
Alan Lowenthal 
Member of Congress 

ramila J ayapal 
Member of Congress 

Alcee L. Hastings 
Member of Congress 

aquin Castro 
ember of Congress 
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chakowsky 
ber of Congress 

f,);Jf2f_JZ~ 
~SS 
Member of Congress 

Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

Member of Congress 

Rf:tyde~pcv 
United States Senator 

a 



Val Butler Demings 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

9cu.J/~ 
David E. Prite 
Member of Congress 

120-d 'ill-IJ}.)JUJ 
Rosa L. DeLauro 
Member of Congress 

Charlie Crist 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

M~ 
Member of Congress 
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n Vargas 
ember of Congress 

Paul D. Tonko 
Member of Congress 

Michelle Lujan Grisham 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. 
Member of Congress 

~I~ Cklu-
Member of Congress 



h~v 
Niki Tsonga~ 
Member of Congress 

Kirsten Gillibrand 
United States Senator 

r1nW·~~ 
Member of Congress 

'-?ll~-
Seth Moulton 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
Bradley S. Schneider 
Member of Congress 
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12:£~~ · 
Member of Congress 

Brendan F. Boyle 
Member of Congress 

J~~ 
Member of Congress 

Che lie Pingree 
Member of Congress 

~~t<Jk_ 
Member of Congress 

Dwight Evan; 
Member of Congress 



Tony ardenas 
Mem er of Congress 

~~ron 

Member of Congre 

Ro Khanna 
Member of Congress 

a~ 
Andre Carson 
Member of Congress 

Adam Smith 
Member of Congress 
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Brenda L. Lawrence 
Member of Congress 

Robert C. ''riObVScott 
Member of Congress 

Mark DeSaulnier 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

Marc A. Veasey 
Member of Cong 

Terri A. Sewell 
Member of Congress 

Thomas R. Suozzi 
Member of Congress 



-:::r-~v~~ 
Ted W. Lieu 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

erek Kilmer 
Member of Congress 

Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senator 

Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senator 

United States Senator 
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Bernard Sanders 
United States Senator 

Member of Congress 

Jeffrey A. Merkley 
United States Senator 

Wm. Lacy Clay 
Member of Congre 

-d:t~ 
Member of Congress 



ElijaH E. Cummings 
Member of Congress 

/,,, . I ,,/.,/ 

/ VMkhaJF. g ~ 
United States Senator 

~~""~ ™lee 
Member of Congress 

Karen Bass 
Member of Congress 
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/'\.. " ··· ~· 

1 va 
Member of Congress 

Sean Patrick Maloney 
Member of Congress 

United States Senator 

Cheri Bustos 
Member of Congress 


