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Representative Nydia M. Veldzquez
U.S. House of Representatives

2466 Rayburn Office building House
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Veldzquez:

Expressway, These compounds have the ability to migrate from ground water into
buildings as vapors, You accurately indicated that NYSDEC has investigated only a few
homes out of several hundred that are located above the contaminated ground water in
these areas.
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NYSDEC is taking appropriate actions to investigate and delineate the ground
water contamination and to respond to the migration of vapors into homes. Its actions are
consistent with the approaches EPA would take if it wete the investigating agency. EPA
will not engage in a response at this time, but is available to do o in the future, if
requested by NYSDEC.,

With respect to evaluating Newtown Creek for the Superfund National Priorities
List (NPL), EPA has been asked by you and other members of Congress to review New
York State assessments and actions for four specific sites along Newtown Creek. EPA’s
review is ongoing, and once the Agency has completed this review, we expect to conduct
sampling within Newtown Creek itself. Once the data is collected, EPA will evaluate
what additional actions, if any, may be warranted under the Superfund program,
-including whether the site is potentially eligible for listing on the NPL, and if so, what
areas might potentially be ineluded.

If you have further questions, please let me know or your staff may contact
Peter B. Brandt, Chief for Intergovernmental and Community Affairs, at 212-637-3657,

Alan J, Steinberg

Regional Administrator

ce: Honotable Pete Grannis, Commissioner )
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation



